
Reasons Support Points Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________

During World War II, while the US fought 
racism overseas, it was still going on at home. The military 
would not let African-American soldiers mix with white 
soldiers. Black soldiers had to live in separate units and 
were not allowed to do certain jobs, like flying a plane. 
Even though the military was in desperate need of pilots, 
they would not let the black soldiers fly. 

Finally, in 1939, Congress approved a 
program that would teach African-Americans to become 
fighter pilots. Leaders of the military, however, did not 
expect them to succeed. 

Then, in 1944, magic happened when four 
amazing African-American fighter pilots joined together 
to form a group known as the Red Tails.

Not much was expected of the Red Tails, 
but they proved all of their doubters wrong. They flew 
over 15,000 mission flights and took down a whopping 261 
enemy planes.

1. The author says during World War II there was still segregation 
at home. What reason best supports this point?
a. They would not let the black soldiers fly. 
b. Then, in 1944, magic happened.
c. The military was in desperate need of pilots.
d. African-American fighter pilots joined together. 

2. The author says that the Red Tails proved their doubters wrong. 
What reason best supports this point? (Choose all that apply.)
a. They flew over 10 mission flights.
b. Even though the military was in desperate need of pilots.
c. Black soldiers had to live in separate units. 
d. They took down a whopping 261 enemy planes.

in desperate need of pilots, they would not let the black soldiers 

a. Racism was still going on at home.
b. Congress approved military programs for black soldiers.
c. Magic happened when they joined together. 
d. They took down 261 enemy planes. 
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